
Day 1

12:00March 2, Tuesday 
12:00 - 15:30 (GMT +8)

12:30

12:50

13:20 Panel Discussion
Strategic Partnerships: Aligning Objectives in the Greater Good for the Greater Impact 
Moderated by: Anubha Taneja, Member Secretary, Thalassemia Patients             
Advocacy Group (TPAG)

Panelists:
1. Dr. Eduardo Banzon, MD, Principal Health Specialist, Asian Development Bank
2. Dr. Hilde De Graeve, Team Leader Health Systems, WHO Country Office for India
3. Vaishali Iyer, Pharma Head, Communications & Patient Engagement, Novartis India

13:55

15:00

14:55

13:50 Break

Breakout Discussions
Establishment  & Governance of a Patient Group
7x Breakout Hubs:  Australia, India, MEA (Middle East & Africa), 
South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and the Philippines

Introduction by: Noha Abdelbaky, Patient Engagement Director, 
Novartis Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa

Closing Remarks
by Richard Vines, Co-Founder and Chair, Rare Cancers Australia (RCA)

Pre-Event Networking 
Meet and Get Connected with Patient Community Peers  

Welcome to APPIS 2021
by Dr. Ratna Devi, Chair of the Board of Directors at International Alliance of 
Patients’ Organizations (IAPO)

Keynote Presentation
Patient Organizations in the Future of the Healthcare: An Outside-in Perspective 
by Abhishek Shah, CEO of Wellthy Therapeutics

Post-Event Networking 
Meet and Get Connected with Patient Community Peers  



March 3, Wednesday
12:00 - 15:30 (GMT +8)

12:00

12:30

12:35 Key Presentation + Fireside Chat
Running a Patient Group that can Outlast Covid-19
by Richard Vines, Co-Founder and Chair, RCA
with Mike Parker, Chief Digital O�cer & Head of Strategic Planning, RCA

13:05 Panel Discussion
Partnering for a Win-Win Situation
Moderated by: Anubha Taneja, Member Secretary, TPAG

Panelists:
1. Dr. Urvashi Prasad, Niti Aayog
2. Vivek Tomar, India ALK Positive PAG on Expanding Access
3. Dhvani Mehta, Co-Founder, Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
4. Ben Kamarck, Head of Public Affairs Advocacy Asia Pacific, Novartis

13:55

13:50

14:55

15:00

Day 2

Pre-Event Networking
Meet and Get Connected with Patient Community Peers  

Welcome Address
by Richard Vines, Co-Founder and Chair, RCA

Break

Breakout Discussions
How to Build Capability in Clinical Trials Engagement (Including Post-Trial Care) 
and Real World Evidence for a Patient Organization
7x Breakout Hubs:  Australia, India, MEA (Middle East & Africa),
South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and the Philippines

Introduction by: Noha Abdelbaky, Patient Engagement Director,
Novartis Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa

Closing Remarks
by Paul Mendoza, President of PsorAsia+Pacific,
the regional branch of the International Federation of Psoriasis Association (IFPA)

Post-Event Networking
Meet and Get Connected with Patient Community Peers  



March 4, Thursday 
12:00 - 14:30 (GMT +8)

12:00

12:30

13:10

13:55

14:00

Day 3

Pre-Event Networking
Meet and Get Connected with Patient Community Peers  

Welcome Address
by Anubha Taneja, Member Secretary, TPAG

Key Presentation
Post-Summit Training Modules for Capability Building
by Richard Vines, Co-Founder and Chair, RCA                

                                                                                                          
Break

Panel Discussion with the APPIS Steering Committee       
Moderated by: Ruth Kuguru, Head of Patient Engagement
and Communications, Novartis Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa

Closing Address
by Dr. Ratna Devi, Chair of the Board of Directors at IAPO

Post-Event Networking
Meet and Get Connected with Patient Community Peers  

with Maria Dutarte, Executive Director, European Patients' 
Academy on Therapeutic Innovation (EUPATI)  

12:35

13:05




